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     Therefore having been justified on the basis of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
 

by whom we have also access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 
   And not only [that], but we also exult in tribulations, knowing that tribulation  renders steadfastness  

and steadfastness, character and character, hope and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed 

abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us.       --Romans 5:1-5 
  

 tribulation  θλῖψις thlípsis–-the crushing pressure “between a rock and a hard place,”  

as in crushing olives or grapes in a press. 

   

                     

  
 

 

renders κατεργάζεται katergazetai --to produce, accomplish, bring about, form, to render 
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steadfastness   ὑπομονή hupomone –remaining under, patient endurance, steadfastness  
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

character  δοκιμή dokime --- proven character, like refined metal  
          

  
 

 

hope  ἐλπίς  elpis --- hope, expectation, trust, confidence, a looking forward in anticipation  

 
 

               
 

 



love   ἀγάπη agape --- sacrificial love 
 

           

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end.            --Isaiah 9: 6,7 

 

Amen.  

 
May God’s greatest blessing be made manifest  in your lives this Christmas and in the coming New Year. 

--JCM & Cornerstone Foundation 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

 The year of 2013 is drawing to a close and merits some reflection.  At Loma de Luz we have steadily and quietly 

tried to live out the Lord’s commissions, healing the sick, proclaiming the good news, caring for widows and orphans and 

teaching all that He has commanded.  We even tried as best we could to live holy lives despite the heat and hard work, the 

stress and uncertainty.  We have met with some challenges and some measurable success.  In the hospital, tens of 

thousands of patients were cared for, with such exceptional outcomes that they speak loudly of God’s grace and special 

blessing. In construction we have completed a number of important projects, from a new hospital dining hall, to the 

central supply project, new housing at the Children’s Center, and new housing for visitors; a new classroom has been 

added at the school, and we’ve begun construction on the Primary School building.  In agriculture the Oil Palm project 

has just this year begun to pay for itself and to help support the overall work, while row crops (rice & beans) provide food 

for the Children’s Centre and Hospital. At the Sanctuary Housing we have continued to care for God’s poor, widows & 

the dispossessed.  At the Children’s Centre we have completed, outfitted, and occupied the new Teen-aged Girls Home 

and the new Teen-aged Boy’s Home.  Through all of this, the Holy Spirit has been manifest as hundreds of souls have 

come to a saving relationship with the Messiah and been discipled in His word.  The North Coast of Colón is a little less 

dark.  

 The country of Honduras at large has not fared so well, as 2013 has seen new levels of widespread corruption, 

governmental dysfunction, economic insolvency, and pandemic violence.  Honduras continues as one of the poorest 

countries in the Western Hemisphere, and again this year has the sad distinction of being the murder capital of the world.  

Two of its cities, San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba, are the two cities with the highest murder rates in the world.   We have our 

work cut out for us.  

 But there are some encouraging signs.  Honduras has just successfully completed national elections widely 

acknowledged as fair, open and non-violent, with record voter participation.  Join us in praying for the new 

administration, and the new representatives in congress of all parties--that they would not become mired in corruption and 

political infighting, but instead would strive together under God to change the course of this beleaguered country for the 

better.   

 As outlined above, Loma de Luz is having a remarkable impact on the coast of Colón. From one of the darkest 

and most forgotten parts of the country, it is becoming known throughout the country as a point of light....  Please 

continue to pray for, volunteer at, and support the Cornerstone Foundation & Loma de Luz.  We could not do this without 

you. Imagine what might happen if the transformation taking place at Loma de Luz spread throughout the country; God 

has worked this way before, you know: “thou Naphtali,…by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee... the people 

living in the shadow of death, have seen a great light" (Is.9:1,2).  May the Lord bless you and keep you close this 

Christmas and throughout the upcoming year…. And may He return soon, to find us faithfully at work in the fields white 

with harvest.     

 

--Jeff McKenney 
 

 

President, Cornerstone Foundation 
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News and Needs       
 The School  In Honduras, the school year runs from early spring through late fall (with winter, the rainy season, 

as the school holiday instead of summer).  And among the good news at this time of year, when the school year is ending, 

is successful completion of Kindergarten and First Grade  among the scholars at El Camino.  In the spring, the school will 

have Kinder, First Grade, and Second Grade scholars, a rich blessing. The school is blessed to have Estelle staying on for 

one more year and a few new staff coming, but we do still need more teachers for each grade.   

 The Hospital  It has been a hard year at the hospital due to scarcity of primary care doctors... but we kept the 

hospital open & took care of the patients, and now there are new docs on the way.    So please thank the Lord for getting 

Loma de Luz through this summer and fall, and continue to pray for our personnel needs.   

 Angels' Tears  Remember that the new version of Jeff's book Angels' Tears--a hardcover edition with original 

illustrations by Joe McCormick now offered in color--is available through Kathleen Jones at the USA Cornerstone Office, 

with proceeds supporting the work of Cornerstone/LdL.  (For more about the book, see our last newsletter--available on 

our website, www.crstone.org.)   

 Prayer for the Season  Please pray for the safety of the Loma de Luz area during the rainy season--a season 

which can bring at times quiet and peace but which can also cause satellite communications problems, physical isolation 

from civilization, and--after being dumped straight from the exhaustion of the Christmas season into the loneliness and 

chill of the rainy season--depression.  So please pray for God's hosts to fight hard in the spiritual realm for our 

missionaries.  And pray for light in spite of grayness for everyone in our area. 
 The verses Jeff used as the theme for this letter speak truth that is profound.  Our world is full of pain, yet also hints 

of glory.  We see the reality of the fallen, chaotic, and sometimes cruel world where human beings make their journeys and 

live their stories.  Yet we also inexplicably see--in this very same dark, treacherous world--flashes of hope.  We see character 

and steadfastness in people in small ways often.  We even see those things in dogs and other animals more often than we 

realize.  The creation shouts of these realities, although we live so close to them we often fail to see them.  And the progression 

beginning in tribulation ends in selfless love-- the one thing in the universe that has the power to overcome distortion, cruelty, 

and pride and to heal the wreckage of a fallen world.  We rejoice in remembering His first coming, and we eagerly await His 

return.  We understand why the scripture describes this waiting as "groaning" (Romans 8:22), and we are grateful for the 

moments of sight He grants us on our way.     

Thank you for your prayers and support and for all you do. 
  

In Christ.--Sally Mahoney for Cornerstone      
 

   

Row 1: Lisa Tumlison, Linda Tumlison, Christine Bell, Ben Fields, Mariah Fields, Phillip Pirkle, Sarah Pirkle, Aliyah Miknaitis, Levi 

Miknaitis, Samuel McKenzie, Liz McKenzie, Iain McKenzie 
Row 2: Alissa Kearney, Cinthya Tumlison, Joel Tumlison, Lucas Tumlison (in Joel's arms), Mike Yost, Peggy Yost, Alyssa Smith, Lisa Bradley, 

Dave Fields, Marinajo Fields, Rebekah Pirkle, Vance Pirkle, Susan Pirkle, Caleb Pirkle, Rimas Miknaitis, Judy Blumhofer, Heather Matthews, 

Rosanne McKenney, Hannah McKenney, Jeff McKenney, John Alden, Penny Alden 
 

May the Son of David Light Your Christmas and New Year. 

--the Cornerstone Missionaries and Families--   


