
Regarding the current & recent tremendous increase of children being smuggled 
across our southern border I don’t think it would serve much good for me to discuss this 
in print in the way of political observations.  Each person is going to draw their own 
observations based upon their political and sociological point of view.  What I can talk 
about is what I know about.  I do know about:  1.) The common man-on-the-street 
Latino father, & more importantly the woman-on-the-street Latina Mother; how they 
view their children. And, 2.) I know about the ins and outs of what it takes to feed, 
house, clothe, and educate children in the countries where they come from.... at least 
what it should cost.  
  1.) These are not children from normal Central American backgrounds. The children 
that we get at the Sanctuary Foster Children’s Home have come from very tough 
backgrounds.  Many of them have been placed there from the larger cities at the 
request of IHNFA (now DINAF), the Child Protective Service of Honduras.  They have the 
common background of neglect, abuse, abandonment, poverty, broken homes, 
malnutrition..... but there is usually some family member who can be  identified. 
 Whatever closest family member that can be identified has given their consent for the 
child to be cared for by us at the Children’s Centre.    It would be the very unusual family 
member, the absolute social outcast among social outcasts who would consent to a 
child going alone & unprotected on a several thousand mile journey among street 
 people, bandits, drug cartel sociopaths, and all those who prey upon the  weak.  I would 
not want people to think that normal Hondurans, (nor Salvadorans nor Nicaraguans nor 
Guatemalans for that matter) would send their children off in this way.  
    2.) The US government’s proposed solution of throwing money at this security and 
humanitarian crisis is completely out of order, with the tail wagging the dog.   The tail in 
this case is money.  The dog in this case should be knowledgeable, effective aid & 
proactive transformational & ongoing care for the children.   The tail (amount of money) 
in this case is vastly out of proportion to what it should be, showing that this is 
just another politically motivated gambit.  The dog (real child care & child rearing) isn’t 
even being discussed.  
    The lowest number I’ve heard President Obama ask for congress to appropriate to 
handle this latest crisis is $3,700,000,000.  And, the highest number I’ve currently heard 
for the number of children that this money would be applied to is 55,000.  At the most 
conservative estimate then, they are planning to spend $ 67,273 per child to care for 
them for certainly less than a year.  I know that we care for, house, feed, clothe, and 
educate very similar children for $2,636 per child per year.  In other words, if they were 
to give to us ( Loma de Luz) $ 3.7 billion , we could house, feed, clothe, and educate 
 1,403,642 children for a year....25.5 times the number of children at the border  & in 
detention centers in the US..... far more than the total number of  such needy children 
in Central America.  
    As to how to find “ knowledgeable, effective aid & proactive transformational & 
ongoing care for the children “?, well, it is already there.  It is already in place.  I know 
that Loma de Luz could take part in this, with .0009 % of the money the Administration/ 
Congress is talking about, we could take care of 10 times the number of children we are 
already taking care of...  and do it more effectively than any government program I’ve 



ever seen, and be  uplifting for the country of Honduras in the long-run..  That would 
take care of 400 of these kids.  I know we aren’t alone. I know that there are hundreds... 
probably thousands of good, non-profit foster children’s/ orphaned children’s homes 
already in place in Central America.  Vetting them is not hard.  You just have to have a 
little experience and a brain connected to a heart and go there.  You only need 138 
orphanages capable of taking care of 400 kids to care for 55,000.  But don’t put 400 kids 
in one non-profit orphanage. Instead, select out the top 1000 orphanages in Central 
America.  Have each one take care of 55 additional kids.   Give those orphanages $ 2600 
/ child / year (143,000 dollars per year).  This would cost the US taxpayer $ 
143,000,000/year instead of $ 3,700,000,000.  For 3.7 billion dollars you could fund the 
entire program for every child until the very youngest child was 34 years old ( and the 
 oldest was 51 1/2 years old).  It is an amount so out of proportion as to be ludicrous 
and indicates that this money is not intended to be used for good childcare.  It is 
intended to be used for other things.    
   Perhaps it is a given that the US Govt. isn’t going to want to trust various NGO’s in 
Central America, especially if they are Christian.  Ok then, you could accomplish just 
about the same thing  with no obvious political blowback and while making points in 
foreign  policy and while doing the right thing by giving grants to the child  protective 
services of each country and taking the children directly to the  CPS in each country.  
 So, this matter could be resolved nicely by making a grant to the Child Protective 
Services of each country where the kids come from, (in Honduras it is the DINAF... We 
work closely with them & for the most part they do seem to try to do a good job, they 
just have very little to work with)  .  Take 10 % of what the president is asking for (that 
would be 370 million dollars), and divide it according to the percentage of kids from 
each of the Central American nations.  Give the proper portion of the $370 million 
directly to the Child Protective Services of each country... and turn the custody of the 
kids directly over to the CPS of each country.  They (the Child Protective Services) are 
just going to turn around and ask the NGO Orphanages to take them, & almost all of the 
NGO orphanages / Foster Homes are Christian.  
    This could work for about 10 percent of the $$ the administration is calling for.  Let’s 
say that 1/3 of the kids are from Honduras.  That would be 18,333 kids.   1/3 of 370 
million is 123.33 million. That would be $ 6,727 per child.  DINFA could surely take care 
of a child for about 3 years with this amount of money per child.  It would be good PR 
for the US.  It would help out the beleaguered CPS of each nation.  It would be better for 
the kids, would turn it back into an issue that the individual countries have to deal with, 
and it would send a clear message that this isn’t going to work the way they (the illegal 
immigrants and those pushing them) want it to work.   
 
    Just my 2 ¢ worth. 
    God’s grace,  
    jcm 

 


